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ARCHITECTURAL AND HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

HISTORICAL |NFCRMAT!CN

The mission frame house stands on the mission grounds near Kawaiahao
Church on King Streets 1t was one of the first frame buildings to be
constructed in the Hawaiian |slands. The timbers of Maine white pine
were cut and fitted in Boston in 1819 and came around the Horn on the
brig-Thaddeug with the pionoer mission company in April 1820. The frame
of the house arrivod on Christmas morning of that year on board the ship

Tartar.1

The house frame was unloaded on January 10, 1821, and placed in Governor
Bekils yard. for safe keeping while the mission appealed to King Kamehameha
11y Liholiho, for permission to build their house. This proved to be a
major stumbling block as the mission journal indicates:

"3rothers S8ingham and Thurston visited thas King again and found
him awake, cheerful and friendly, and ready to return his
*Aloha'., They thanked him for former kindnesses, and told
him as our pood friends in America had bsen so kind as to send
us a house frame, they wished his approbation to set it up.
To this he gava a decided negative, pleading the example of
hig father, who he said, would rot permit any foreigner to
build a house on his islands except for hime This was taken
as decisives. Ve had b=en told befors that it was taboo, so that
wa should not be allowed to build without an effort. Soon

after Brother B. appsaled to his compassion, aayxng that our
F“ﬁal’s had been accustomzd to have good floors to live on, and
re feared that if they were obliged to ait amdwork and sleep
on the demp graund, they mibt be sick and die =2specially as the_
saasons ware sometimes wet and our present houses fprass houses/
would not last long and ventured to proposz again to set up
the new housa. MHe raplied "Hanahana (Do it). ¥ But ha added,
Yihan you go away, take everything with you.'”
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This permission was given on February 5, but two days later
the missionaries were again stating their case to the King.
This time, although appearing to be very affable, the King
evaded a decision on the grounds that he was going to Maui for
a few days and thought it would be best to wait for his return
.Eefore_GOmmancing any work. One explanation for Liholiho's
hesitation may bz that the frame house would have been a much
finar building than his own palace, which was still a grass
house at this time. Despite the delay, by March 26, 1821, the
missionaries began o remove their timber from Governor Boki's N
yard to the mission grounds in preparation for building.. A few
weeks later on April 20, Liheliho, together with several of the
high chiefs, visitad the mission families and the King confirmed
his original permission and approved the construction of their

permanent houss.

By April 28 the members of the mission had begun digging the collar
far the house, lining it with mud and straw bacause of a lack of
stone. Eventually the floor was paved with brick donated to the
mission by a Captain Winships These were the first bricks
introduced in Hawvaii. The Havwaiian people were amazed and Frightened.
at the digging of the cellar, a facet of building construction
previously unknown to them. Rumors were that the missionaries

would secrste men, guns, and powder there in preparation for the .
day when they would kill the King and saize tha Government. So
thoroughly vas this belisved, that it is said that in order to be

in readiness for the attack, one of the chiafs began to build a
house on the opposite side of the street from the mission with an
aven larger cellar. Liholihoy howaver, pul little credence in thesé

Fumor s.
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The erection of the house frame began a few days later, but again the
missionaries were faced with difficulties. Natives had carried off some
of the timbers from Governor Boki's yard, some had been damaged by long
expesurs to the sun, and, as the mission journal continues,

Piear half of the joists and some of the studs and boards are

missings Several of the boards were used by Capt. Blanchard

[of the Thaddeus/ while on the passage and some of the smaller

timbers vere cut or broken in building and launching the

schooner of Capt. B, He promised to bring us timber and

boards from the Coast. But as yet we have received no

remuneration for the loss we have sustained."
They also discovered that no boards for the roof of the building had been
landed. In order to supply this deficiency, the mission purchased an
additional 1000 foet of lumber from a ship's captain and by May 8 shingling
of the house had begun. Additional lumber was needed for the interior

‘work and the need was met in mid-September 1821 by the gift of timber and

boards from two ship captains in port.4

The Daniel Chamberlains with their six children were the First occupants
of ths house, moving in the last part of August 1821, followed by the
Loomises, Thurstons and 8inghams in October. M#rs. Thurston described her
new home as

"having board floors, glass windows, and two flights of

stairs leading the one up chamber, and the other down

cellar. The front door opened into a hall, which extended

through the house. At the right, on entering, vas the

larpe common receiving rooms On the left, my own private

~apartment. The two back rooms on either side of the hall

wera for the accommodation of two other families /The Loomises

and Ds Chamberlains; the Binghams were using the half-story

upstairs/. The table vas spread in the basement, and the cook-

house was separated a littls distance from the house,”
Such confort was short-livad. Six months later in April 1822, we find four
"éingle men - onz a gold smith using his room as a shop and three from
the London 1} ssionary Socicty - visiting the house for a period of

four months and cach occupying a separate room. This meant a total

. of 12 adults and 12 children in the house, 16 of them housed on the second
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floory and up to 50 gathering for meals three times daily at the "long
table" in the cellar. G5till there were few complaints, "Here we could

all have been comparatively comfortable had it not been for the bu:ning

sun beating on the roof and the unclapboarded sides of the house.“)

By Cctober 1824 it was obvious something would soon have to ba dons sbout
the unfinished siding on the house before another rainy season began. The
house had been coverad with rough boards which had been feather-edged.

Not only did dust and heat penetrate the walls, but rain did alsc. In
1821, the mission had been given enough paper to paper all their rooms,

ona of vhich had been finisheds Although ths studs and braces vere not
concealed from view by this methody it gave a finished appearance to the
room. Now, however, with the onset of the rainy season, ths paper was
being damaged by leakage. As a stop-gap measure, strips of cloth dipped

in tar wers stuck into the cracks between the boards. Bui the boards, teo,
were baing damaged by exposure to ths weather, Shingles wers discussed as
a solution to the problem, but as they were too expensive and difficult to
obtain, the idea was discardede It was.decided, instead, to remove the
enclosing boardss slity plain, and raplace them in the manner Qf.clapboards
at a cost of 345 for a carpsnter. To praserve tho hoards, two coats -

of paint mixed with fish oil were put on the house. This work vas finished
by Christmas 1824, At the same time altorations wers made inside the ﬁouse,
changing the interior stairs and adding a partition ecrass the entry to |

6
Form a ncw apartment,

Several additional interior changes were made in the next few ycars. In
Larch 1827 Levi Chamberlain's jourmal racords that Pire Bincham was making

alterations in the cast ond of the housz,
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"anlarging the front room and constructing the common eating

room into a lodging apartment to be separated from the cook-

house by a partition forming & passagevay from the cook house

to the front room which will be more commodious for entertaining

company and will serve a convenient room for mestings.”
In 1828 the two rooms on the ewa or western end of the house were thrown
together by removing the partitionss The Judd family occupied this
room, Dr. Judd using @ portion for his medical office. At the same time
an addition, 15% feet by 17 foet was attached to the east end of the
house to serve as a bedroom for the Bingham family. This addition was
removed many years later. Changes were also made in the half-story
above which had originally been one large room. Partitions had been put

" in to afford privacy to the growing mission family and in 1829 the roof

was extended to provide for another upstairs room,

No record of extensive repairs or alterations to the frame house between
1830 and 1907 has been founds The house continued to be a home to the
misgion families and other visitors until 1851 when the Cooke family

bought the building and the coral printing house adjoining it. According
to a friend of the Cooke Tamily, Mrs. J.i4. Cooke occupiod the house until
1880; then for eight years, other family members and friends lived there.
Afterward, thes building stood unoccupied for a number of years,.Falling
into disrepair, Uhen Mrs. Cooke died in 1836 she left the house to the
Hawaiian Board of Missions. FPut up for auction by the 8Board, it was bought
by tirs. Cooke's son, A.F, Coocke, He had the house reshingled and some

minor rapairs were made,

in 1904 at a meeting of the Hawsiian Mission Children's Society, also
known as the Cousin's Society, it was sugpested that the mission Trame
house bz obtained as a home for the Society. 1IN 1906 the house was sold
by A.Fi Cooke to C.l Cookey Lide In 1907 Mr. Charles H. Cooke offered

'-'{ﬁ 1sasa it to ths HACS for twenty years at a dollar a yzar with the idea
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that if they were interested enough to keep it in good condition it might
ultimately be ceded to them as, in fact, it vas in 1925. A committee
was appointed to look into the condition of the house. Several contrac-
tors were called in to examina the building which was found to bs so badly
eaten by insects as to be considered beyond repair, Various suggestions
were made for restoration, such 23s an insida steel frama to hold the house
up or tha injaction of liquid cement into the timbers, but the cost vas
prohibitive., After considerable study the HICS committee submitted their
report, recommending extensive repairs to restore the house to its
original appearance. The cost of these repairs when completed was

9
approximately $1500. (See appendix A,

In 1925 when the HMCS gained title to the house, the premises waere again
inspected and again extensive insect damage was found. AJE. Arledge,

who inspscted the house, advisaed that the first floor was unsafe for more
than six people in any one room or concentrated location, but it could
easily be strengthaned by studding and shoring without removing any of
the old timber, This would make tha house safe for three to four years
and cost about $150, But Arledge urged.that permanent repairs be considereds
{t was another ten yoars, however, before funds could be raised for a
complete restoration, but the need had been seen and several plans were
discussed in the meantime. In April 1930, C.Wﬁ Dickay, Architect, sub-
mitted specifications for constructing an inner concrete shell around

which the original wood frame and interior could bes placeds Dickey
astimated the cost at about 56900, but pointed out that this would be |
fireproof, insured against insect damags, and the original exterior
appearance of the house would ba rataineds This plan was not approved,
howavery for it was felt thai the concrcte shell would make the walls too

thick and destroy tha original proportions of tha house, 10
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By 1935 the HICS was able to procure sufficient funds to completely
renovate and restore the frame houses C.¥. Dickey was again consulted
and his specifications for the work were submitted in September 1934,
His plan was to retain the original thickness of the walls, partitions,
and Tloers as well as original clapboards, doors, windows, cupboards,
and shutters, but to resplace the wood framework with termite—proof
lusber, (Sse appendix B), Detailed photographs of every room
ware taken before the work startede As a resuli, the house looks
exactly as it did before, both inside and ocut, but it i3 strong and well

builte (See appemt:iixC).11

Since 1935 various minor repairs such as repainting and some replastering
have been undertaken. Today the old mission frame housa is maintained
by tha Hawaiian tlission Children's Society as a menorial to the carly
nissionary offort in the Hawaiian islands. WHomontoes and furniture of the
first mission families are displayed in the house, togather with pho~

tographs of the men and women who lived and vorked thers,

Footnotes: (Manuscript material is available at H/CS Library, Honoluluy Haweii)

IThe Friend, tay 1935, page 502.
Thaddeug Journal, December 25, 1820, page 98,

2Tha _c_}dgyg Jaurnal, January 10, 1821, page 104.
") February 5, 1821, page 11l.
n n F bruary 7, 1821 FRne 112.
E. Loonis dournal, 11, 332, tarch %6 1821,
Hirem Bincham, A Hesidence Pof 21 Years, April 20, 1821, pago 132,

3T a_d‘d_ gg daurnal, Apni 28, 1821, pages 140-141,
5 f‘ 2 d pagn 152;
e LO&'ﬂlu \JQUI"I"IGI, ”’ 35’1, f.ay 4, 1\;21. .

r_. Loomis Journaly 11, 332, April 2, 1(.21.
itissionary Leottors, I, u9—§0, bay 4, 1821,
'ThadJ“U.} L}‘Durﬂal, ;ay }., 10-.1, pc-g“ 141.

e Loomis Journal, 11, 354, tay 1, 1821.
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Thaddeus Journal, September 17, 1821, page 166,
Ee Loomis Journal, |11, 424, September 25, 1821,

She Life and Times of Mrs. Lucy G. Thurston, page 63.
Journal of the Sandwich |slands Mission, April 29, 1822,
Mrs. Tytus Coan, Mrs, Sybil Moselay Bingham, pages 10-11.

6E. lLoomis Journal, i1, 400.
L. Chanberlain Journaly |11, 102, October 26, 1824.
Journal of the Sandwich Islands Mission, October 26, 1824,
L. Chamberlain Journal, IV, 6, December 25, 1824,°
. Chamberlain Journal, Vil, 21, March 10, 1827,
Misstonary Letters, VIIt, 240, August 31, 1827,
L. Chamberlain Journal, Xi1{, 2, July 14, 1829,

8C.P. Dodge, IThe ¥aile Yreath, pages 29-30.

Manuscript Letter, EJ4. Damon to 8. Judd, June 12, 1952,
HMCS Annual Report, 1897, page 37,

Thrum's Havaiian Annual, 1897, pages 112-117.

9HMCS Annual Report, 1907, page 9.
HMCS Annual Report, 1902, pages 83-87,
HICS Annual Report, 1910, pages 3-4.

10Cs Annual Report, 1925, page 10.
Manuscript Letter, A.E. Alexander to HMCS, March 4, 1925,
FMCS Annual Report, 1928, page 5. .
Manuscript Letter, C.W. Dickey to H.H. Hitchcock, August 4, 1931,

1pics Annual Report, 1935, pages 7-9.
HVCS Annual Report, 1936, pags 7. :
tianuscript Letter, C.W. Dickey to R.H, Rice, September 4, 1934,

Prepared bys

Karmen Tiahrt
Hawaii State Archivas
August 1957
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~Sm Appendix A and B
Historic American Buildings Sury
Historical Report
itission Frame House

A: HC3, Hinutes of Board of Yanagors Moecting, January 23, 1207,

¥*That tha bullding be mada water tight at once, and those sills and beams
which, upcn examination, prove to be rotten bo roplacad; that tho partitions
lately placed in the building be removed and the house restored as to its
original conditions as far as possiblaj that the plastcring bo repaireds
the floors rencwed ard the room repapered; that the roof be re-shingled
with shingles dipped in oilj that the kitchen bo re-slated, it now consis-
ting partly of shingles and partly of slatey «ss that all the old hardware
bo preserved or replaced; that window casing be put in to slide in tho sills as
agpears to have been the original method; that all the medicine and book
elves ba rotainedj that a new front door similar to others in th=s building
be rmade and put in place, and that tho exterior of the building be painted.®
This cost for those repairs was estimated at 51500,

B: Hanuscript Lettery C.il. Dickey to ReHe Rice, September 4, 1934,

"Second Floor: install new floor joists and tight T¢G floor to receive
present plank floor and patch seme as first floor.

Roof: build new roof exactly like present roof but using Transile Asbestos
shingles (simtlar to those on Halekulani Hotel) in place of wood shingles,
Install now gailing joists.

Kitchan: repair old stone walls and cleen up or replaster same, as the
Comnitlee may decide.

Replace or repair old windows and doorsy and other wood work.

Frovid> now plank floor for passage from kilchen to main house to look as
much as possible like old plank floor.

Porch: rebuild porch of new materials.

Plaster: complcte new plaster job for 1lst and 2nd stories,

Treated Lumber: all new lumber both for structural and finished work to
be treatod by sither the Zinc Chloride or the Zinc - Keta ~ Arsenite process
to render it termite proof, dry-rot proof and comparatively fire~proof.

In Genzral: as much of the old materials to ba retained as is practicable
but the estimate is hizh enoush to permit of replacing all oresent wood
viork with new wood work of treated lumber.

All work to bo painted ts correspond with old work and an appearance of
age to b2 maintained,”

Rest of latter concerns financing by h”Co-

tanusceript meterial is available at HICS Library, Honolulu, Hawaii) -
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Appendix ¢ '
Historic American Buildings Survey
Historical Report
ission frame House

Additional visual material available in the Havwaiian ilission Children's
Society Library.

le 1935 Restoration (referred to in Appendix C)

=2
b.

Architects Blueprints

25 = 5% x 7" glossy prints of interior and exterior views
before and during restoration, showing sxposed structural
framing, etc.

2. Early exterior views ~ photographs of varying size.

e

b.
Ce

d.

Se

Negative 20 -~ King Street slevation (1865-1870) showing demolished
(1890's) one~story wing on left (Waikiki) and large poreh on

King Street.

Negative 495 - close-up of one-story wing noted in "a" above,
Negative 498 - shows different front porch on King Street and
trace where wing (noted in "a") was removaed. ‘
Negative 505 ~ Exposed coral walls of kitchen prior to 1935
restoration with corrugated metal roof.

Negative 511 - shows third type of front porch on King Street
(dated 1906).
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lission Framo House Page 11
553 South King Strasat
City and County of Honolulu, Cahu, Hawaii
Al STATEMENT

Golg

.Archiiectural interest and morit:

Onc of the most interesting architoctural facts about this particular
structure is its litaral New Cngland origine Lumber for this Now Zngland
plan type was actually pre-cut prior %o shipment around the Horn. It may
bo considered in a broad sense, therefore, a very carly example of pre-
fabrication. |t also has the distinction of being one of the first wood
frame hous2s in the islands. Architecturally, its simple and stm ight-~
forward exprassion, the relatively low ccilings, and basement are strong
avidence of its Haw £ngland concept, alien to the temperate climata of

Honolulu.

Having baen rastorad in 1935 and maintained by a dodicated group of descendants
of the sarly missionaries for vhom it was built, it stands in relatively good

condition,.

DETAILED DRSCRIPTION OF THE EXTIRILH

This existing houss consisting of two stories plus a basement measures
40" - 3" in langth and 24% - 2}" in depth excluding the kitchan wing
which extends the basie rectangular plan on the right rcar (ewa-makai)

by 20 - 13", The overall height from grade to roof peak is 23' - 77,

Foundations:

The foundation vall varies from 3" 1o 1' - 2" in thickness, except on the
1ot (Waikiki) side whore it becomsas an average of 1! - 10" and where a

Ao démolished wing onca stoode Tho walls are adoba brick set in a mud
na%tar.f Reinforeced conerete buttrasses worzs built against the innar surfacas
oy éhﬁ basemunt in the 1935 rastorations In addition, irregulerly square

oi2rs of coral rock support interior boamss There is 2 display panal which
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gxposas the adobe brick in the transverse interior bearing wall at the

.loft (Vaikiki) end of the bascment.

Structural systes:

Aesording to an article in the Friendy Scptamber, 1935 (sce appendix A) by
Mro. Dickeyy Architect for the 1935 Restoration, all wood framework vas
roplaced with termite-proof woods The articla further states that original
siding, flooring, doors, window, cupboards, etcey vhich vas retained vas
individually treated and ro-usads lre Dickay also installed stael beams
casad in wood to early floor loads as well as & rzinforced éanoreie perimeter

beam on ths oxterior walls,

The semi-reund roughly-squared timbers of tho roof rafters and beams may

possibly ba original or ro—used,

Porches, stoops, oulkhsads:

Thera are two scts of coral rock stoops on the King Street (mauka) elevation
and one stoop of the same material on tha reoar (makails Tho lzattor {s not
alignod axially with the stoop at the main entranez, but rather with a

window, There is no protective roof at aither,

Thara is also & small two~sltory wood framed porch on ths right sids {(ewa)

of obvious latter dato..

Thore are, in addition, coral rock bulkheads at both tha frent and rear,

which anclose a coral rock stairs to the basament,

Zarly shotographs in the UVission Society Library indicate there have beon

2t loast ihroe different porches on the front (Kian Streat).
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Chimnayst

The single chimney which is at the ond of the kitchan wing is of a coral
.rock, plastered on the exterior with cemont stuccos 1t is 15 fast highe
Tha arched head of the opaoning is supported by two 2" wide curved iron
straps, bont so horizontal legs are built into the masonry side walls of

tha fircplaces. A hanging pot crane is also built ine The hearth ig stone.

Opanings ~ doorweys and doors:

Tha thrae exterior doors on the pround floor are all treated similarly
with plain unmoulded trime The two cxterior doors to the basement are
snt into the bagement walls without trime A voentilating transom covered
with wire mesh is set over these basement doors. On tha King Strzet front
(mauka); the wood door is &-panszledj on the roar (makai), thera is a
2~1light transom over the &-pancled doorj the door on tha porch on tha

oast (eva) is a dutch door of vertical boards on the oxtaerior fastenad

to horizontal boards on tha interior; the kitchen door is also Dutch,

- consisting of two wide vertical boards, braced on the interior with

horizontal rails. Ths itwo basement doors ar: alss vertical planks.

¥indows and shuttierss

Tha majority of the windows ara 6/6 wood double=hung, using iron pins
instaad of sash woightss FExcaptions ara a fixed six-lipght window on the
second floory @ 6/6 sliding wood window and @ six-light Fixed wood window
in the kitchene The smaller window openings on tha second floor have

adjustable wood louvarsed shuiters without windowse

Raol® - shape, covering:
The ~ablad roof ovor the mzin house and the kiteh n are bath coverad with

asbustos shinolas,
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Cornicay savest

Tha cornice board is & simple flat band with a narrow moulding at tha top.

Dormerss
There is & wide gabled dormor with a single window on tha front (King Street),

with the plasterad csiling on the interior being arched,

Ths Basoment in plan consists of one room on ths left (Vaikiki) and a
larger spaca on tho right. Tha latter is divided by 2 stud portion.

and large square plasteroed stono pierss Access is by an axterior coral
stair on both the front and roar and an interior concrete stair 1eading
dovn from the kitchen, All valls are plastered, the floors are brick and

the ceiling exposed wood,

The first floor plan which has baan altaored by both additisns and demolition
(on tha left) consists of two rooms across the fronts A smaller room

and stairhall are located bchind the front room on tha.left. The room

on tha 12Tt oxtends through tho dapth of the house, ond connzeted by 2
doorvay to tho kitchan wing on the rear, and ona to the coverod porch on the
rishts The rear part of this porch has baon encloszde There is also a

stairvay leading from this largo room up to the sccond Tloors

The second floor consists essentially of two large rocms separataed by a
stairhallse Undar the 2aves on cach side sw@ller roons have been partitionad -
offs In tha right rear corner thare is the second stairwy down to the

larpo rocm bolow.

Ctatvvays:

“When the housa vwas first enlargad, the original stairvay vas rolocated and o
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tha second stairvay in tha rear right cornor was addads Both stairs are
all=shaped with winders. Both are enclosed excapt for the wood balustrade

at the head of the coentrally locatod stair.

Flooring:
The floors ars brick set in sarth in the basement, coment in tha kitchen and

random width boards in the first and second floors.

Wall and ceiling finisht

lalls are plaster on adobae brick in the basement, plastar on coral rock in the
kitchen and plaster on wood framing in the first and second floors Thera are
also two painted plank partitions on the second floor, Ceilings ars |
oxposad wood framing in the bascment and kitchen and plastar in the main

housa,

Doorways and doors:

Savaral types of doors are found in ths housoe Soma are 4-panel on either
ono or both sides and others are 6~pancled on one side only. There is alsa
a cased opening in ths left front rooms Doors in the small built~in

cupboards are also panslad,

Decorative Features and trim:

Tha bage boards argo all Flat unmoulded. Joor and window trim is simple
with smail framing moulding. The rooms downstairs and the major rooms
upstairs have narrow moulded chair rails and picture rails. ‘“ood clock

shalves are alse installaed in soveral rooms.

ﬁotébla rardiare:
ﬂﬁorllatches are of two ponural typos: the flat door pull and thumb latch,
and tho more decorative spocl handle with scallopad escuthaon plato.. Thera

‘ar> also saveral sliding lock bolts surface mountod,
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Lighting: HNonece

Heating (Fireplaces)e
The only firaplace is tho stone fircplace in the kitchane Tha oponing is

slightly archeds A swinging pot crane is ambeddad in the inner rock valls,

SITE AND SURRCUNDINGS

Oricentation and general sotting:

On the south sida of King Streat, the Mission Frame House is on the laft
(¥aikiki) side of the ifission Printing Office, ona of the thras mission

buildings on the proparty.

Cutbuildings:
Adjacent in the rear is a omall frame structure containing rest roem

facilitics,

Landscaping
The three Howaiian ifission Children's Socioty's buildings are sot back
from King Straat on a grass lawn, enclosed by a low coral rock wall. with

iron mates.

Typical plants, irces and shrubs are informally scatterad on the lawn.
Sorme of these are the Banana tros, Royal poinciama, Fili, Ti, Hibuseus, and

tha Octapus tree.

Prepared byt

Hoodrow Ve Wilking
Suparvisory Architoct
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